Devotion #266

He Knows
Matthew 10:29 (NASB) "Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.” 

Some of you may remember Dr. E.V. Hill. He was an African American pastor of a large church in Los Angeles. I loved listening to him preach. He was so passionate and so mesmerizing as well as very entertaining. I remember one message he preached where he talked about his calling to ministry. If I remember correctly, he lived with his mother, and they were very poor. He had felt the call to go to school to train for ministry but had no money. His mother had saved a little bit and gave him one hundred dollars to ride the train to school. He was concerned that the money would not be enough to get him through until he could find a job, but he remembered his mother’s prayer when they needed God’s help. She would simply say, “Lord, You know. Lord, You know.”. So, he prayed the same way, “Lord, you know.”, and God provided in amazing ways. Dr. Hill went to be with the Lord in 2003 and left a great legacy of what it means to trust God for all things, which is what we learn from Matthew as Jesus is helping the disciples understand that God does see and know all things. Specifically, they can trust Him, because He knows all about their lives. 
In context, Jesus is comparing the cost of two sparrows and the value they hold to the Father. In Jesus’s day, a denarius was the average daily wage for a laborer and the smallest coin in circulation at the time was a cent or one sixteenth of a denarius. One cent would buy two sparrows, which were used sort of like an appetizer at a restaurant. They would roast the birds and use them as a finger food.  Most common people could buy them with relative ease. 
The point the Lord is making is that as cheap or inexpensive or insignificant as two sparrows were, not one of them would fall to the ground without the Father’s knowledge. John MacArthur writes in his commentary on this passage that in some Greek usages, the word for fall translates as “hop”, meaning one little sparrow cannot even hop around on the ground without the Father’s knowledge. So, Jesus is saying, there is never anything in your life that the Father is not aware of and in full control of. 
There were many things the people of Jesus’s day were concerned about and frightened about. In fact, Jesus had just said in the verses prior to ours for today that we are not to be afraid of anything or anyone. Listen to verse twenty-eight. Matthew 10:28 (NASB)  "Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” The disciples were learning that God is sovereignly in control of all things even the birds of the air, so we are to take comfort in knowing that God is also, and more so, in control of our lives and minds - even to the day of our death.
Sometimes life has moments or circumstances where we just don’t know how things are going to turn out. We even look at our world and, from a human perspective, wonder how things will go and how anyone will survive as people seem to get more crazy every day. But God knows. God sees and is aware of all things, even the evils of this world. Nothing passes His knowledge. 
So take comfort, beloved. Take comfort in God knowing that He knows and is in control of your life. That doesn’t mean you can sin and not disrupt your life, but even when you do, God still knows.  He will still work in the sinner’s life, however, his work will be far different in a that person’s life than in those who live obediently to Him. 
Don’t allow Satan to make you think God has forgotten you or that He is somehow unaware of what you may be struggling with. He knows.  In those times of fear and doubt, look at the little sparrows and remember as insignificant as they seem to be in the big picture of life, God knows all about them. How much more does God know about you and your life? He knows what you are facing. He knows your heart. He knows your fears and concerns. He can handle them all. Just trust Him and watch Him make a way.


