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The Law Worked in Harmony with the Promises of God
Galatians 3:21

1. Who receives the promises given by God? Galatians 3:22
a. Those who believe, trust, have faith in God.

Hebrews 11:7,8
2. What are the promises?

a. All nations blessed through Abraham:
i. Jesus, Messiah bringing salvation!

1. Faith imputes Jesus’ righteousness.
Galatians 3:6

2. Those counted as righteous are justified.
Galatians 2:16

3. The justified are freed from bondage of sin
Galatians 3:13

4. The redeemed receive the Holy Spirit and
inherit eternal life. Galatians 3:14,21

*
3. How does God use Old Testament Scriptures in His redemption plan?

a. Scripture broadly (Books of Law, History, Poetry, and Prophets)
i. Make us aware of our spiritual status

1. Imprisoned, trapped in our sin Galatians 3:22
a. All are guilty as sinners I Kings 8:46
b. All are unrighteous Isaiah 64:6,7

b. The Mosaic Law specifically
i. A prison guard until Jesus came Galatians 3:23

1. Realization that you can’t get free yourself

c. A tutor Galatians 3:24
1. Cared for, disciplined, and instructed for a time
2. Turns us over to Jesus Galatians 3:25

*** The references to “before faith came” and “after faith has come” is a
reference specifically to Jesus, the completion of the promise given by faith
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As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one
another as good stewards of the multifaceted grace of God.

I Peter 4:10

The Fellowship Team: Those who have a passion for preparing and
serving food as a blessing to others and an instrument of fellowship.

Acts 2:42

Shoebox Team: Those who have a passion to see children and families
around the world blessed with Christmas gifts that show the love of Christ,
opening doors to sharing the Gospel. Psalms 48:10

Mark 10:14

3:21
Do the law and the promise of justification by faith, righteousness by faith, oppose one another?
Are they in contradiction to one another? Absolutely not, they work in harmony together.
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The law necessitates the need for faith, the need for righteousness outside of ourselves. The
promises pertain to the gift of righteousness through faith

- The promised salvation is
- Merit undeserved (grace)
- God enacts through faith in Him!

3:22
This verse opens up to God’s special revelation beyond the Mosaic Law, into a conversation
about all Scripture
All Scripture has left us no escape from sin

- God uses Scripture to open our eyes, to remove the blindness of our own depravity
- Until you see that you are in rebellion towards God, that you are hopelessly

failing in your attempts to be “good” and are not good, you are evil
- All sin
- All fall short of God’s holiness
- Righteousness is as filthy rags, accomplishing nothing

Scripture reveals, specifically our failure to be good as we measure ourselves to the standard
Scripture reveals that the standard or “goodness” isn’t comparing ourselves to one another, but
comparing ourselves to a Holy God

3:23
Before faith came….this absolutely cannot mean that there was a time where faith was not the
way of salvation, Paul has spent much time clarifying this

What does it mean then?

For the faith that would afterward be revealed
- Clear, understanding of the work of Jesus Christ……a fuller revelation of God, to know

that we must now put our faith in Jesus Christ as the way, the truth, and the life

We were confined so we could clearly see what Jesus had done for us.

Imprisoned for the faith that would be revealed?

3:24
The law tutor/ schoolmaster

Not a school teacher, but instead a slave in a Roman household who instructs young children in
all manner of things, from education to morals, even to the point of being the one who was really
raising the child. But, when the childhood would reach a certain age, the “tutor” would watch
over the child until the point of maturity….when the child was given more freedom.
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